Scaffolding Comprehension Across Levels of Thinking Skills…

	
	Marzano’s Classification of Thinking Skills
	Teacher Language:

Verbs to instill in questions and directions.
	Sample Tasks or Questions
	Linda Hoyt Strategies That Support This Classification

	Basic Level

Thinking Skills
	Knowing

(define, recall)
	List, name, label, recall, identify, match, choose, formulate questions, clarify information, observe, store information for recall
	•Name the strategies good readers use to understand what they read.

•Identify strategies that you use during reading to help you remember content.

•Formulate a question about the habitat of a _______.
	•Fix Up Strategies

•Test Style Questions

•Alphabox

•I Remember

•I Wonder

•Read Cover Remember Retell

•Weave A Web of Understanding

•VIP Strategy

•Key Word

	
	Organizing

(arranging information)
	Categorize, group, classify, compare, contrast, group, sequence, represent (change the form but not the substance)
	•Which fix up strategies do good readers use when they come to a challenging word.

•List the strategies that help you to visualize as you read. Which strategies help you to identify important ideas?

•Compare the life cycle of a butterfly with that of a moth.
	•Fix Up Strategies

•Test Style Questions

•Alphabox

•Word Sort

•Thinking Map

•Venn Diagram

•Sketch to Stretch

•The Important Book

•Key Words, group in meaningful clusters

•Information Equation

•Coding Strategy

	Mid to Upper Level Thinking Skills
	Applying

(Demonstrate prior knowledge in a new situation, transfer of strategy to a new context)
	Apply, make, show, record, construct, demonstrate,  solve a problem, illustrate, describe how you applied…
	•What did you do in this text when you got confused?

•Describe how you used the VIP strategy to identify important points. 

•Show how you can use the _______ strategy in two different books.
	•All Strategies: Each strategy applied in multiple contexts and settings

Also:

•Test Style Questions

•Word Prediction

•Alliteration Poem

•Coding

•Sketch to Stretch

•Information Equation

•Interactive Journal

	
	Analyzing

(Clarify information, identify relationships and establish a hierarchy of key ideas.)
	Outline, diagram, differentiate, analyze, examine relationships, identify characteristics and patterns, main idea, determine importance
	•What kind of text requires the most frequent use of fix-up strategies for you as a reader?

•Which strategies are you most comfortable using? Which ones do you need more practice in applying?

•Outline the main ideas in this selection.


	•Fix Up Strategies

•Test Style Questions 

•Alphabox to describe a character.  Circle descriptors that are inferences.

•Two Word Strategy

•Key Word

•Say Something

•Sketch to Stretch

•Word Sort

•Interactive Journal

•Information Equation

•The Important Book

•VIP Strategy



	
	Generating

(Produce new understandings by inferring, predicting, or elaborating.)
	Conclude, predict, explain, elaborate by adding details or examples, infer, produce new information
	•What would happen if a reader never used the fix up strategy of rereading?

•What are the advantages of knowing a range of strategies to help you remember and understand what you read?

•Predict five words that you expect to see in this passage on ___.

•Explain how you solved this problem.
	•Fix Up Strategies

•Test Style Questions

•Two Word Strategy

•Word Prediction

•Alliteration Poem

•Information Equation

•The Important Book

•Information Equation

•Read, Cover, Remember, Infer…

•Interactive Journal

•Key Word
•Sketch to Stretch

•Weave a Web



	Upper Level Thinking Skills
	Integrating

(Connect and  combine information to summarize and create cohesive statements.)
	Connect and combine information, summarize into cohesive statements, imagine, generalize, restructure
	•Imagine you were reading a book with a stain on the page, covering several words.  What could you do to make sense of the text?

•Imagine that you were giving advise to a younger student on reading for meaning.  Which strategies would you most encourage that younger student to use?

•Summarize your learning from this passage.
	•Fix Up Strategies

•Test Style Questions

•I Remember

•Say Something

•Read Cover Remember Retell

•VIP

•Key Word

•Coding

•Alphabox words used  in retell or writing

•Sketch to Stretch

•Weave a Web

•Word Sort

•The Important Book

•Interactive Journal

	
	Evaluating

(Assess quality, verify importance, consider accuracy, establish criteria.
	Judge, evaluate, rate, verify, assess, define criteria
	•Which fix-up strategy is the most important to learn? Explain why you think so.

•Which comprehension strategies have you found to be most helpful? Why?

•If we were to create a rubric for a high quality piece of descriptive writing, what should be on the list?

•Evaluate the verb choices in the book ____.
	•Fix Up Strategies

•Test Style Questions

•Key Word

•Two Word Strategy

•Coding

•Create your own rubrics

•Read two selections on the same topic and compare author style, point of view, content.

•Self-assess strategy use

•Self-assess writing

•Create lists such as: Attributes of a Great Reader or Attributes of a Great Personal Narrative

•Say Something focused on evaluation

•VIP

•Write book reviews

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


